District Councillors’ Report, September 2021 – Cllrs Bearpark, Bradnam, Rippeth.
Afghanistan Family Resettlement
Three large Afghan families have been provided homes by SCDC. Officers have been working with the East of England Strategic Migration Partnership (SMP) to secure additional accommodation as part of the Afghan Locally Employed Support (LES) relocation scheme. Further families could be supported if funding is available and the right homes can be found. A recent press release on this can be found here: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/council-commits-to-resettle-refugees-from-afghanistan/
21/00360/VARM – Variation to Glasshouse Application
SCDC made a request to ECDC to incorporate a condition for a transition plan to net zero for the scheme. ECDC rejected this on the grounds that they agreed with the developer’s agent that it “does not believe that a Net Zero Transition Plan condition was necessary or could be justified in the context of the s73 application for an already approved application, when the current s73 application reduces the capacity of the gas engines and the WSHP proposed as part of this application being the primary heat source providing 88% of the anticipated heating demand, with the gas engines providing top up/back up supply, which will result in CO2 savings when compared with what was originally proposed”.
As district councillors we shall continue to campaign on this issue beginning with an approach to the developer and their investor.
Changing Places Toilet funding – now open
The Government announced in May that there would be funding available to increase the number of ‘Changing Places’ toilets. Standard accessible toilets do not meet the needs of all people with a disability; over a quarter of a million people in the UK with a disability need extra equipment and space to allow them to use the toilets safely and comfortably. These needs are met by Changing Places toilets. 
Local authorities have been invited to submit an expression of interest in the Changing Places toilets programme by 26 September 2021, in order to have the chance of successfully obtaining funding. We are expecting that every local authority area (district or unitary) that bids is likely to receive funding equivalent to the average cost of installing at least one Changing Places toilet in their area. The cost can vary between £30,000-£50,000+ depending on whether plumbing is already available and the amount of renovation needed to bring a space up to the required dimensions.
District councils are asking town/parish councils to help identify potential locations. The town or parish council would need to be in a position to take the project forward. If you have a possible venue which would benefit from a Changing Places toilet please send SCDC any information you can provide under the following headings, to support a bid:
•	The proposed location 
•	Rationale for this decision
•	Consultation with users 
•	Deliverability 
Please note the funding is only for capital costs and not for ongoing maintenance costs, and that the funding cannot be used to transfer an accessible toilet into a Changing Places toilet. Please send the above information to Duty.Communities@scambs.gov.uk by Friday 10 September, to allow information to be compiled into an expression of interest for the area.
New website for South Cambridgeshire 
The Business Support team at SCDC has been working on a new website to promote everything there is to see and do in South Cambridgeshire, to support the local economy by encouraging tourists to visit the area and local people to spend more time in the district. Ahead of the site’s launch in the autumn, the team is inviting local businesses and event organisers to secure a free listing by submitting information and photos online via a short questionnaire. Please encourage anyone who runs a hospitality, leisure or tourism business, or a local green space or event, to sign up. They can visit www.VisitSouthCambs.co.uk to create a free listing, or email visit@scambs.gov.uk for any further information.
Business Growth Support Grants
Funding is still available through the Growth Fund grant scheme. The scheme is open to micro and SME applicants from any sector. They could be pandemic start-ups or established businesses looking to expand. A one-off grant of between £1,000 to a maximum of £50,000 will be awarded to successful applicants. Further information can be found on the SCDC website:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/growth-fund-grant-scheme/
A few thank you quotes from business supported by the scheme:
"Dear Sarah and the team. This is incredible and will pave the way for the growth of a business 32 years in the making and with what we have learnt during this horrendous period and this investment, we will most definitely be an even better business than before COVID. (Food/online/wholesale)".
"That’s great news Jane & a real help I shall sleep better tonight & thank you for the much needed support. Kind Regards (Construction). "
"Thanks Jane and team for pushing this through so quickly, that's fabulous news! (Tourism)"
"Thank you very much for the email. That is very welcome news. We already have so many plans for the next few years and this will help a lot. We are all very excited to be able to get started. Thank you again to you and the team. (Hospitality)".


Waterbeach New Town
The New Town has formally been named Waterbeach. The village name will be changed to Waterbeach Village if that is something that people locally wish to pursue. 
U&C
Urban and Civic have issued an update to Waterbeach Parish Council which should also have been circulated to Landbeach, Horningsea and Milton Parish Councils.  This contains applications recently consented and key applications currently in planning. Key ones include the Mere Way NMU connection (part planning application, part section 278), bridge over the A10, CALA homes and the A10 foot and cycle path condition (not a planning application). U&C are intending to host a Joint Parish Council Liaison Group which all parish councils can send representatives to.
There are ongoing discussions about which of the reserved matters should be brought to planning committee and how parish councils can engage in the process as there will be a significant volume of planning activity over the next few months and years.
RLW
Nothing to report
Unauthorised developments
We continue to alert Planning Enforcement Officers to apparently unauthorised developments in the Ward, when they are brought to our attention.
GCP Chisholm Trail works at Fen Road Chesterton
The pavement along Fen Road, Chesterton (west) is being widened to make it a shared use path for cyclists and pedestrians approaching Cambridge North Station. This is likely to cause considerable disruption to those accessing homes on the east side of the level crossing. Anna assisted the SCDC Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Officer with delivering leaflets and speaking to the community to advise them of the works which will start in late September/early October and may continue until the end of the year.
Emmaus celebrates its 30th anniversary
On Saturday 28th August Emmaus Cambridge held an open day to mark thirty years of Emmaus UK.  The site at Landbeach was the first community to be established in the UK, the charity having first been started by Abbé Pierre in France in 1954.  Emmaus continues to go from strength to strength with offering a home and fresh opportunities to the homeless to help them turn their lives around.  Of course, the charity is working towards an end to homelessness, but until that time Emmaus will continue to support some of the most vulnerable in our society. 
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